Setting the record straight..
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RONNIE LEWIN

Partnership Board Chair

In recent months there has been an unfortunate amount of negative media attention focussed on Burngreave and Burngreave New Deal for Communities. (The Sheffield Star commencing November 2007). Some of what has been printed is factually incorrect and much of it distorted to present a negative image of a community that is getting on with developing solutions to improving our neighbourhoods across the city.

Given the outstanding work we have delivered in Burngreave over the last seven years, with the support of local residents, local councillors and in partnership with voluntary and community sector organisations and statutory partners, we, as a Partnership Board; the majority of which is made up of local people, feel it is time to respond and set the record straight. We are not prepared to let the assault upon our reputation and good practice; which has turned Burngreave into one of the fastest improving neighbourhoods in Sheffield, go unchallenged any longer.

In order that we can reliably inform you about what is really happening, we distributed a special edition of ‘I Live in Burngreave’ door to door in the Burngreave New Deal area.  In addition, we sent it out more widely to the local media and to city councillors.  

Below is a copy of an open letter sent to the Editor of The Star in March.  The letter was also sent to all Sheffield Councillors inviting them to meet a lively and vibrant community and to see for themselves what has been achieved in Burngreave in recent years. 

The Editor, 
The Star Newspaper

Dear Sir,

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT…

As the Board of a community led, regeneration programme under unprovoked and unprecedented attack by your newspaper and some city councillors, we think it’s time to say “enough!”  We want to set the record straight about the Burngreave New Deal for Communities Programme.

We note the recent council motion of the 6th February regarding Burngreave New Deal for Communities (BNDfC) and want to reassure councillors and your readers that we always strive to work to the highest standards of probity.  We recognise the role of the City Council as Accountable Body for BNDfC and will cooperate with any enquiry that falls within their Accountable Body remit. To this end we have already conducted an initial investigation into the issues raised around BNDfC and the JMJ Group which we are happy to share with you.

However, we are concerned that the council motion and recent press interest have not been well informed and we would welcome the opportunity to set the record straight on a number of key points.

New Deal for Communities is a national programme built around the principles of community ownership and leadership, working in partnership to deliver local solutions to local priorities.

Burngreave New Deal for Communities embraces these principles as a community led partnership, charged with leading on the regeneration of the area. The shape and direction of the programme is governed by a 10 year Delivery Plan drawn up following extensive community consultation, agreed with government and refreshed annually. Funding is released directly to the partnership by government and is not a council grant. 
The BNDfC Partnership Board is chaired by a local person and comprises 10 local residents directly elected by the community, local business and voluntary sector representatives and a local elected member .  Our statutory partners on the board include senior representatives from Sheffield City Council, South Yorkshire Police, Job CentrePlus and Sheffield First.  We are now approaching year eight of our ten year programme and can point with pride to a range of achievements:

· Tackling unemployment by helping residents into employment at a rate of one per day and providing opportunities for people to start their own business
· Reducing the number of households with an annual income of less that £5,000 by over 20%
· Investing in neighbourhood policing, neighbourhood wardens, anti-social behaviour teams and security measures to properties to reduce overall crime rates in the area

· Working in partnership with Sheffield Futures to build youth provision in the area and provide a voice for young people through the creation of the Burngreave Youth Council.

· Reducing litter by 50% and improving local parks resulting in 55% of residents considering the area to have improved in the last two years.
Behind each of these statements you will find the remarkable stories and journeys of individual Burngreave residents.  These include the hard work and dedication of those who have stepped forward in good faith as volunteers to participate in the governance and delivery of the programme as Board members. 

We are disappointed that some elected members, who appear from their comments to have little understanding of our community, have expressed concerns but have failed to raise these concerns with us and find out who we are and what we do.  To this end we would welcome dialogue with those who would like to know more about Burngreave New Deal for Communities and the change that has happened in Burngreave over recent years.
This letter constitutes an open invitation to elected members and yourself to visit us and see how Burngreave New Deal for Communities and the wider Burngreave community are leading on the regeneration of this area as well as contributing to the regeneration of the city as a whole.

We have included a special edition of ‘I Live in Burngreave’ which answers the points raised in your articles in more detail.  You are welcome to add its content to your website and possibly print excerpts for those readers who are interested in a more balanced view of events.

Please contact us to arrange to come and meet us.

Yours faithfully
BURNGREAVE NEW DEAL FOR COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP BOARD

If you did not receive a copy of the special edition of ‘I Live in Burngreave’ please call the New Deal team on 279 6932.  If you would like to discuss any issues raised by this article please call either Ann Allen or Leroy Betts on the same number.
