Minutes of Burngreave Business Forum 
Committee Meeting 8
Tuesday February 1st
BNDfC Offices, Harleston St
Present:

John Barber
BitC

Saghir Ahmed
Business and Enterprise Champion

John Vincent
Burngreave Ashram / New Roots
Thomas Coldron
Business Support Team Administrator


Amanda Wells
Stress Solutions
Andrew Martin
Nellie’s

David Havard
Burngreave Ashram / New Roots

Chris Turner
East House

Lynn Turner
East House

Trywell Kalyata
BNDfC 
Nellie Ramsey
Nellie’s
Angela Allison
SST BLU
	1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION                                                   

	

	2. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from the following people:

Mr Gunby
Tedbar Tinker

S M Hussein
Eastern Orbit

Rose Ardron
BNDfC

Nicola Freeman
Recycling Matters / SCRAP

Mr & Mrs Nandra
Ellesmere Rd Post Office


	

	2a
MATTERS ARISING

Andrew Martin of Nellie’s offered his apologies to the meeting for any offence caused at the last forum meeting when the issue of Shutters were discussed. Andrew was thanked for this gesture and his apology accepted and noted. It was agreed that the minutes of the last meeting would be amended to ensure that there was no misunderstanding as to what transpired. This was noted and agreed. 


	SA/TC

	3. UPDATE / PROGRESS ON THE MASTERPLAN

Saghir gave an update on what had taken place since the Forum meeting in January. One-to-one consultations have been taking place between the planners and Spital Hill businesses. The representatives from the council met with 61 of the businesses affected. There were some businesses which for one reason or another did not have a consultation but the planners have given assurance that they will visit any of these businesses who wish to speak to them.
Amanda Wells stressed that the businesses who did not have the sessions should be recontacted and given every chance to take up this offer by the planners. It was agreed that the Business Support Team will do this. Saghir also said that he had suggested to the planners that they prepare a form for businesses to fill in regarding their views on the masterplan which businesses can be given to fill in even if they don’t feel they have the time to meet with the planners.

While the one-to-one consultations were taking place, a working party of the Business Forum met with the planners. This working party included representatives of every block affected under the plan, although two of these people were unable to attend the actual meeting with the planners.
Masterplan Working Party of the Burngreave Business Forum:


Saghir Ahmed
Business Champion


John Barber
BitC 
(Chair)

Amanda Wells
Representing BNDfC Partnership Board / Local Resident

John Vincent
Burngreave Ashram - Representing block above Sorby House


Arshad Mahmood
Landlord of 113-115 Spital Hill - Representing block from Forum House to Kashmir Curry Centre (Not in attendance)

Raja Saddiq
SR Raja - Representing block from Spital Chippy to Murco Garage


Janice Young
Young’s Criminal Defence Services – Representing block on Ellesmere Green


S M Hussein
Eastern Orbit – Representing block on Gower Street


Pete Handy
Allequip UK Ltd – Representing block on Carlisle Street


Leroy Sweetland
Lee’s Appliances - Representing block below Sorby House (Not in attendance)
This working party met on 19th January to discuss what would be presented to the planners. In this meeting the discussion produced 5 key points which were felt needed to be addressed. On 20th January the working party met with the planners and received an update on the consultations as well as presenting these key points. (See attached appendix of 5 key points)
John Barber said that he felt the meeting on the 20th of January produced a positive debate, with the planners agreeing to address the points raised. They said that they needed several weeks in which to properly respond so it was arranged for the working party to meet with the planners again on 22nd February. It was also noted that a full meeting of the Forum would be required following this, as agreed at the meeting on 30th November 2004.

	SA

	4. REPORT FROM WORKING GROUP
The minutes of the meeting between the working group and the planners were distributed. Amanda Wells asked that an amendment be made to these in that she had asked about standards to be followed in refurbished buildings as well as new builds.

John Vincent raised a concern regarding the planners’ process. Rather than wait for a response to our key points, could we produce a document elaborating on the points, using the minutes of the meeting on the 19th to give more background. The minutes of the 20th alone merely include the key points and the planners’ initial response and, just from this document, the planners could say that the dialogue has taken place and the points are answered.

Amanda Wells made the point that we need to make sure that our understanding of the outcome of the meeting corresponds to the planners’ understanding.

It was decided that the Business Support Team produce a document fleshing out the key points using the minutes of the previous meetings.
Another point from the minutes was raised by David Havard. He disputed the description of the food shops on Spital Hill as being ‘specialist’ as he buys many everyday items from them. Also, when the planners stated that the grocers not being very concerned about the foodstore, he wishes to know whether they were specifically asked what they thought the effect on their business would be. He said that he is aware of at least one business, Daad Dheere on Ellesmere Road, which is very concerned about the foodstore. 
John Barber made the point that at the last large meeting in November, involving the Forum, the planners and Spital Hill businesses, it had been agreed that another such meeting would take place after further consultations and David Shepherd had agreed to this. At this meeting we will be able to get views directly and then we can either accept or challenge the planners’ view of the opinions expressed by businesses.

Chris Turner highlighted the point in the minutes where the planners said that no consensus was emerging during the one-to-one consultations. He said that we need to have a consensus among ourselves in order to achieve anything.

John Barber said that, as a Forum, we will always have some members for and some against. The role of the Forum is to facilitate the process.
Amanda Wells pointed out that “we” can mean “we, as businesses” or “we, as residents”. The opinion of the business community may well be different from the opinion of the residents. She has been to meetings of women residents at which the majority said they want a large, cheap foodstore. David Havard said, however, that the location and style of the foodstore still need to be debated.
Amanda said that the whole community needs to have a say on the plan. Trywell Kalyata, however, said that he was not sure that the Business Forum was the best avenue for this wider community consultation.
John Barber said that we do need to recognise that, while the Business Forum is a powerful voice, it is not the only voice.

David Havard remarked that we need to keep alternatives in consideration – e.g. does it have to be one big store? The one thing people say is missing from Spital Hill in terms of food is a greengrocer.

Amanda also said that we need to know how much influence we will have once the plan is accepted. 

Andrew Martin asked whether it was anticipated that the supermarket cater to Burngreave residents or to people from further away as well. As far as he can see the area is catered for already. Can the supermarket provide anything that people don’t have already?

Francis Feeley responded. The plan is for Spital Hill shopping center to attract more people. John Vincent made the point that there is a potential market to be tapped of drivers on the new ring road. Attracting these people up Spital Hill should be an important consideration in the masterplan but he feels that the current plan is focused on people coming down the road. It was agreed that this point should be reinforced to the planners.
There was a discussion about local food shop owners forming a consortium to run a large foodstore. It was agreed that it would be a good option which the Forum should encourage. The Business Support Team can offer advice, host meetings and find out how this has been done in other areas. Saghir to talk to local businesses and identify any such interest and facilitate this option if genuine interest exists.
There then followed a discussion around the public realm works. John Vincent made the point that the masterplan appears to have subsumed the public realm works and there is a danger that people may get confused between the two. The public realm works are a New Deal initiative and will go ahead whether the masterplan is approved or not. John Clark has agreed to attend the Forum meeting on March 1st to speak about the public realm works and there was a suggestion that Joice be invited to a meeting to elaborate on how public realm relates to the masterplan.

Trywell said that it was positive that the public realm works had been incorporated into the thinking for the masterplan as this means they will not work against each other.

Amanda said that her impression from seeing the presentations to the Partnership Board about the public realm works was that there was an aim to divert the focus of traffic around the back rather than up Spital Hill and Burngreave Road. She said that these were never intended to be main arteries. We need to be clear about the public realm works. What reparation will there be for businesses affected?
Francis Feeley thanked the working group for their efforts.

	SA/TC

SA/JB

SA

	5. NEXT STEPS

Following on from the discussions above, Francis Feeley summarised the actions which need to take place:

The Forum endorses the working group to continue to deal with the planners on the behalf of the Forum. 

The Forum is to encourage the formation of a consortium. 

A document is to be prepared giving more detail about the 5 key points raised by the working group. This document to be given to planners.

John Vincent suggested that the public realm works be considered phase 1 of the masterplan and the rest be put off. Amanda Wells disagreed, saying that to minimise disruption as much as possible should be done at once – as stated in key point 1.
John Vincent and Dave Havard advised the meeting that a petition is to be handed into Sheffield City Council cabinet. This is a petition against a supermarket on Spital Hill. It was made clear to the meeting and accepted by John and Dave that this action was separate to the Business Forum and not endorsed but the Burngreave Business Forum and that no reference to the Forum should be made in the petition itself or any representations made by this group.

	

	6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Agenda Items: - Constitution. Advice has been received from Irwing Mitchell regarding a possible constitution of the Business Forum. 

· Structure of the Forum. Formation of a committee and appointment of officers, including chair.

· End of the Supporting Business Project. This ends in March although a proposal for a continuation is being prepared.

· Report of activity over previous quarter and proposed programme for next quarter.

· John Clark’s presentation about the public realm works. It was proposed that this be a separate section beginning at 5.30 with the meeting proper beginning at 6.00. 

John Vincent suggested that the three councillors be invited to a future meeting. Possibly the large meeting involving the Forum, the planners and Spital Hill businesses.

It was proposed that this large meeting be scheduled for Tuesday 15th March at 6.00pm. This date and time is yet to be confirmed.


	SA

	7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 1st March. 
5.30pm – Public Realm presentation


6:00pm – 8:00pm – Main meeting
MAMA, Lyon Works, Spital Hill.
	


	Meeting 8 Action Points for Next Meeting

5.2 John Barber to report on Irwin Mitchell’s legal opinion of draft constitution.

Actioned: Advice received from Irwin Mitchell through BITC’s ProHelp scheme. Item to be tabled at Forum Meeting on 1st March 2005. 

5.6 Standard letter introducing the Forum to new businesses in the area is to be drafted.

Actioned: Letter produced, see copy attached. To be sent to all new businesses moving into the area..
5.9 A letter to the Star is to be drafted requesting more balanced reporting of the area.

Decision Required: This has been put on hold until we see the reporting generated by the business and enterprise event. View to be taken at March Meeting
6.1 Business Support Team to investigate setting up a business watch scheme for the area. 

Ongoing
6.4 Representative of council rates board to be invited to a future meeting.
Ongoing – Agendas have not yet allowed for this to happen

7.1 All Forum members to inform business support team of any new businesses in the area which they become aware of.
Ongoing

7.2 A working group is to be formed to represent the Forum in meetings with the council planners to discuss the Spital Hill masterplan. A meeting will take place on 20th January and the group will report back to the Forum on 1st February. 

Actioned – Minutes of Master Planning Meetings also available on request

7.3 Joice Richards is to be contacted to arrange for the presentation on the public realm works to be shown to the Forum.
Actioned: John Clark presenting at the meeting on 1st March  

8.1 Amendment to be made to minutes of 11/1/05 to clarify Defence Shutters discussion. Actioned
8.2 Businesses affected by Spital Hill Masterplan who did not attend a one to one session to be recontacted.

Ongoing

8.3 Amendment to be made to minutes of 20/1/05 to show that Amanda Wells’ question about building standards also applied to refurbished buildings. Actioned
8.4 Document to be produced fleshing out 5 key points for masterplan

Actioned and sent to planners 

8.5 Grocers in local area to be spoken to regarding views on forming a consortium with reference to a new foodstore for the area.

Ongoing

8.6 Councillors to be invited to next full forum meeting on the Master Plan.

To be actioned once date agreed
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