Burngreave Business Forum

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 4th September 2007
Present:
Pete Handy
RSM Contract Catering / NEC
(chair)

Amanda Wells
Stress Solutions


Josie Hamilton
Ellesmere Children’s Centre


Marion
Ellesmere Children’s Centre


Catherine Maher
Shear Illusionz

James Tucker
JB Enterprises


Lee Furness
Time For You


Jo Goodison
Tradeswomen South Yorkshire

In attendance:
Tom Coldron
CESB

Benedict Phillips
Artist


Lisa Hughes
Neighbourhood Enterprise Champion


Cecilia Shield
BNDfC / LEGI

	
	
	Action

	1.
	Welcome

Pete Handy welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions was done.

	

	2.
	Forum activity
Pete gave a summary of activity. The year started with the 3rd annual Burngreave Business Awards which have been described as the best so far. It is hoped that next year’s awards will take place in the newly refurbished Vestry Hall. The Forum needs to work on this to make it ‘all singing, all dancing’.


	

	3.
	Management Committee
Pete is not standing for the committee this year as he has got a position as one of the Neighbourhood Enterprise Champions based in the Manor & Castle area. He will continue as a member of the forum and offered to give advice and support to his successor as chair if required.

Nominations for management committee
Amanda Wells and Lee Furness put themselves forward for the committee. Tom Coldron reported that Matloub Husayn Ali Khan had requested that his name be put forward, although he could not make it to this meeting. Amanda also nominated Anwar Suliman. All nominations were approved by the meeting.

Amanda asked for a communication to go out to all members to ask for more management committee nominations.


	TC




	4.
	Role and Future of the Forum
Cecilia gave a summary of how the Forum came about. Burngreave New Deal for Communities is a ten-year programme and the community is at the heart of what it does. Part of this is getting the input of the business community and getting their point of view on events in the area. The Forum is also intended to provide opportunities to its members through sharing concerns and issues with other businesses and through networking. It is trying to put Burngreave on the map as a business area.

Pete added that the Forum also gives the Burngreave business community a voice in the city and provides a route for information to get straight to us about what is going on which affects our businesses.


	

	5.
	Sorby House Artwork
Benedict Phillips introduced himself to the meeting. He is an artist and has been commissioned to work on a piece of public artwork for Sorby House. To do this, he is looking at the character of all the buildings around the immediate area, some of which have unusual shapes. His idea at the moment is to build relationships with local business people and create models of their businesses which will then have placed inside it the hopes and aspirations, etc. of the owners and this is why he asked the Business Forum to help him contact businesses. He has already done this with JB Hats & Things on Ellesmere Green and he showed the model to the meeting.
Benedict has based himself in the Recycling Matters shop on the corner of Spital Street so he is available for people to come and speak to him. He has also taken to wearing a large hat so that he is recognisable on the street.
He handed out flyers with his email address.

	

	6.
	LEGI

Cecilia gave an overview of what is happening with the LEGI programme. LEGI stands for Local Enterprise Government Initiative and consists of £17 million pounds of government funding over 3 years to be spent on developing enterprise in Sheffield. 

The board which is making the decisions on how the money is spent wants to do something different to what is available already. SENTA and other agencies are not reaching some areas effectively and people are finding there is a complicated maze of routes through the support process, We need to access those people who have the ideas and the desire to set up their own business.
Cecilia is the manager of one of the projects under LEGI which is the Neighbourhood Enterprise Champions (NECs) which is intended to help link people with the support which is available.  There are currently 8 NECs, 2 in each of the four areas of Manor & Caste, Southey & Owlerton, Netherthorpe & Upperthorpe and Burngreave.

Some of the people who wish to become self-employed may have a lot of barriers to overcome and the NECs will guide them and track their progress to ensure that they are not lost in the system. They will work with people right from the first idea through to setting up their business. The two NECs for the Burngreave area are Farid Abdulla and Lisa Hughes and they will be based at Forum House.

Of the £17 million LEGI funding, Cecilia has got £2.4 million for the NEC project. A small part of that will go on salaries and the rest is to be used for providing support when it is identified as a gap in the provision being given already by mainstream organisations – e.g, this could perhaps include training.

The official launch of LEGI will be on 26th September. A brand has been developed which has included changing the name from LEGI to BIG. The launch will include announcing a competition encouraging people to put forward business ideas – whether a new business or a new idea to build on an existing business. The winner will get access to  extensive support to help make the idea a reality and, of course, all the other applicants will be looked at to see what can be done for them. If there are any people who you are aware of who may want to apply for this then let the NECs know.


	All

	7.
	Any Other Business

Amanda asked for a vote of thanks for Pete Handy who has been the chair for almost three years.

	

	8.
	Date and Time of Next Meeting

Management committee

18th September 2007, 6pm at Forum House
A schedule of meetings up to April is attached to these minutes.


	


The meetings scheduled for the BBF for the rest of the year are as follows:

2007

September 18th  -         First meeting of the new Management Committee
October 23rd      -         
Management Committee
November 20th    -        Management Committee
December 18th   -        
QGM

2008

January 22nd      -         Management Committee
February 19th     -         Management Committee
March 18th         -         QGM

All meetings will be held at 6pm in Forum House unless stated otherwise.

