
Burngreave New Deal for Communities

Education Theme Focus Group Meeting

St Peters Church Hall, Lyons Street

13th July 2005, 6:00 pm

Minutes

Present: Abdi Yassin, Irshad Akbar, Chris Mallaband, M. Iqbal, Stephen Cooke, Paul Howard, Martell Forrester, Faye Halkett, Anne-Marie Clark, Panni Poh Yoke Loh, Barbara L. Ray, Ahmed Gurnah, Linda Kingdon, Jane Machin, Prakash Ross, Gilly Robson

In Attendance: Jon Cowley & Roy Sinclair

	No.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions
	The attendees introduced themselves to the group. Irshad Akbar was to Chair the meeting in the absence of Zorah Choudhry. 


	

	2.
	Apologies
	Apologies were received from Ranjit Chakravorty, Saida Rashid, Derek Moxam, Amjad Janjua, Jayne Hawley, Diane Haimeed, Mohamad Issa 


	

	3.
	Minutes of meeting on 8th June 2005
	The minutes were agreed as true and accurate.
	

	4.
	Matters arising 
	None!


	

	5.
	Education Data Project – presentation of profile - Abdi Yassin


	Jon explained Abdi Yassin’ role was funded by BNDfC to collect data pertaining to education in the Burngreave area. 

Abdi made a presentation to the group based on information from the January 2005 Census.

78% of pupils in the New Deal Area are from BME  background, with 22% white. 

Declining numbers of white young people. 

Looked at Special Educational Needs and Free School Meals figures.  Both significantly higher than the City average, particularly in some communities.
Steve Cooke asked if there were any gender differences.

Abdi stated this statistic was no different than the city average. 

Mr Forrester questioned were the figures had come from.

It was explained that the figures come from the schools.

Mr Forrester stated he was disappointed with the education standard in the UK.

Members were informed that 37% of all secondary pupils travel outside the area to school. This may be due to local schools being full. Unsure if it is a conscious decision to school outside the area. 

A few members stated that support is required for parents to assist their children with reading at KS1 as this support is essential for a child’s progression. 

Mr Forrester asked if there were special classes for asylum seekers etc. 

Irshad informed Mr Forrester that these issues were addressed within schools with additional support rather than separate classes. 

It was mentioned that KS2 figures needed to be looked at as this is the stage where pupils would show progression. 

It was agreed that a written report including these statistics and with explanation should be provided.  Should include achievement information
Steve asked if the ND investment in education in the area was paying off.

Jon responded saying that it is difficult to answer the question.  There is some evience that BNDfC young people are improving at a slightly faster rate than the City as whole in primary, and more markedly so in secondary.  However figures don’t yet show a coherent pattern. This may be due in part to the fluctuation of the population. 
Advancing Together and Community Study Support are now in place, we’ll need to wait and see the results of these projects to draw a better picture. 

Irshad thanked Abdi for his presentation adding a written version would be useful to pass on to members. 

A member informed the group that schools now keep individual progression records for pupils. 


	Jon & Abdi to produce a written report for members

Jon to circulate



	6.
	Basic Skills Qualifictions – report on ‘Have A Go’ campaign


	Ahmed Gurnah explained the ‘Have A Go’ campaign to members adding the ‘Burngreave Community Learning Campaign’ had worked closely with the LEA and BNDfC to develop this campaign. Ahmed went on to pass on the following details;

· 179 people attempted the initial test sessions (excellent turn out)

· 76 have now sat the exam

· 53 passed

· Many others are in the pipeline to do the tests over the summer

The group was also informed that Summer classes are currently taking place at Forum House for those who didn’t have the confidence to try the ‘Have A Go’ campaign. Ahmed explained he was looking into holding monthly exams to create opportunities to improve scores. 

Ahmed explained there had been some administrative difficulties with this campaign but no major issues. Overall a positive experience. 

Mr Forrester questioned whether these sorts of initiatives have any impact.  Projects had been tried before.
Ahmed replied that we need to try different methods, some don’t work as well as others but each time some progress is made. Ahmed added he was very optimistic for this campaign. 


	

	7.
	Community Study Support – progress report 
	Jon informed members ‘Community Study Support’, endorsed by this group at the last meeting had now been approved by the ‘Education Strategy Group’ to go to RASG in August. A proposal had been drafted.

	

	8.
	Catch The Drift – progress report
	This RIF was supported at the last meeting for a short period only (until March 06), this had now been endorsed by the ‘Education Strategy Group’.  Jon is expecting the full proposal from Anna this week.

	

	9.
	Times & Dates of 2005/6 meetings
	Jon proposed that the next meeting will take place on 14th September 2005 and that we stick to the same pattern for next year.  This was agreed.

	Jon to circulate dates of metings

	10.
	Theme Managers Report
	Due to the lack of time Jon suggested people take this report away and read.  Jon highlighted the section on the ‘Full Service Districts’ - FSD’s (consultation taking place 14/7/05 tomorrow, at the Concord Centre, 3:30-5:30). 


	

	11.
	Parkwood School
	Paul Howard, Deputy Head at Parkwood, informed members that Parkwood School is seeking specialist school status, with the specialism in Modern Foreign Languages. He asked for support from the Theme Group for the bid stressing that this was linked to the language learning work that BNDfC supports in Primary Schools and would include community as well as European languages.
The meeting supported this bid and instructed Jon Cowley to write accordingly.


	Jon to draft letter of support

	12.
	Any Other Business
	Full Service Districts

Anne-Marie Clark informed members that as currently outlined Parkwood and its feeder schools would not be in the Burngreave and Shiregreen Service District. 

Paul Howard said that Parkwood is currently fighting this as they wish to continue the good work currently taking place in Burngreave, and to continue their links with Firth park and Firvale. 

Anne-Marie asked if this group could put together a letter of support for Parkwood School to assist their efforts to stay within the Burngreave district.

Mr Iqbal asked for a explanation of the rationale behind 7 districts.

Prakash explained it was a City Council decision not the LEA.

Jon supported the request from Anne Marie and Parkwood. We have good links with the school.  Significant and increasing numbers of BNDfC young people go to Parkwood and it is important for them that Parkwood continues to be part of the family of schools that serve the area.
Jon agreed to draft a letter of support.

PMC

EMSAP – Celebration of Achievement at the Pakistani Muslim Centre, 11 am – 2 pm, Sunday 17th July. 2005.


	Jon to write

	13.
	Date & Time of Next Meeting
	Wednesday 14th September, 6:00 pm St Peters Church
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