Environmental Theme Group Minutes

29 July 2004                                                              

Present

Saleema Imam

Resident

Stephen Cooke

Resident (GCA and BCAF)

Garry Smith


Green City Action

Jane Haigh 


SWT (BGEP)

Rachel Kerr


SWT (BGEP)

Kelvin Pine


Resident (Bndfc Board)

Julia Pidd


Resident

Betty Smalley

Resident

Joice Richards

Bndfc

	
	
	Action by

	1
	Apologies

Ruth Heskin, Berndt Hoermann, Helen Warburton,

Rob Bullock, 
	

	2
	Minute of the Meeting

Due to unforeseen circumstances the minutes from the June meeting were not produced
	

	3

4. 


	Matters Arising

Although no minutes of the meeting were produced the following action needed to be minuted.

Green Environment Programme

The Theme group recommended that the Action Plan for the BGEP be approved.

SC raised the boundary issue for the Osgarthorpe Park site. JH reported that the project is working with the ‘Friends of Osgarthrope’ to resolve the issue

Project Update

Green Fingers

 A written report was circulated at the meeting. ( see copy attached). A request was made for the Green Fingers Project to attend the Youth Festival at the Sheffield United Academy on Saturday 21 August 11-4pm. New project leaflets were distributed 

Recycling Matters

A written report was circulated. (see copy attached). SI reported that the data base will be up and running from 2 August 2004. The launch date for the garden is w/e 25 September. The new sculpture will be sited on Monday 27 September. Negotiations  are ongoing for the logs and second delivery of top soil for the site. Green Gym have attended twice and they are working closely with Btcv. 

Unfortunately there is no date for the start of the Permaculture courses due to the lack of funding. SI informed the meeting that an application to Creative Burngreave fund to run the permaculture gardening course had been turned down. JR advised SI to apply to the Bndfc small grant fund.

Current Recruitment

Development Worker post 2.5 - 3 days per week 

Part time - Community Repaint Co-ordinator

Both posts are currently funded till March 2005.

SI reported that a leaflet has now been produced to assist people to make Bio Fuels

SCRAP are planning a number of visits

· Recycled Textiles – Sedberga 16 August (Tbc)

· Centre for alternative technology , still waiting confirmation of funds

· Low Energy Housing – Nottingham

Car Boot Sale

SI reported that SCRAP are trying to set up a car boot sale on Earsham Street for one Sunday in September. They are currently applying for a temporary markets licence. It is hoped that local produce will be sold but this will depend on the regulations.

Premises

SCRAP are working together with the Area Panel to cost out the Bring Out Your Rubbish days, but there is currently an issue with storage.

Volunteers

SCRAP have applied for funding to train volunteers. St Anns Hostel has offered them a workshop etc if the project would agree to work with the residents of the hostel.

SI raised the issue of accessing the Community Group data base which is currently held by BCAT. It was confirmed that due to the licence which the data base is held this simply could not be given to another organisation. The only solution would be to pay BCAT to send out any information to community groups in the area.

Green Environment Programme

A written report was circulated (see copy attached). 

Abbeyfield Park

KP suggested a visit to an existing MUGA with floodlights would be useful to see how the lighting works

JR suggested that JH contact Nick Hetherington regarding the proposed new lighting for Abbeyfield park

Catherine Street

JR reported that Bndfc had contacted Activity Sheffield (Sheffield Com Rec dept) regarding the MUGA which should be aimed for the under 10’s and they were ok with this

SC asked about the possibility of redeveloping Smithyfield. JH reported that although the site is privately owned and has not been identified as a priority site they would like to work to improve the site.

JH reported that the all the parks in Burngreave are classed as local parks and not district parks. This means that the maintenance budgets are restricted and there is a need for short term and long term solutions for each of the parks. JR stated that the parks can be redesigned with the budgets that are available in mind. KP reported that there is a need to address 

· Design Issues – upgrading planting and hard landscaping

· What bugets are  available and the need to work with SCC. 

At the July Partnership Board meeting, Bob Kerslake had reported that he would bringing together the heads of service for the parks

JH reported that the proposed Partnership Board Tour of all the work carried out by the programme was cancelled due to a lack of interest.

SC asked how many local people were employed on the BGEP. JH stated 7 out of 12 employees with a number of them being trainees.

Rangers

A report was circulated (see attached)

 GS reported that rangers have been very supportive with the development of local residents who have now gained a number of skills that have enabled them to gain employment with GCA. KP asked what exactly can the Rangers do e.g litter picks, clearing sites? RK reported that there was currently an overlap with SCC staff and their work needs to be more co-ordinated. JR stated that we needed to promote that residents had a responsibility of keeping their environment clean and to have pride in their estate. 
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.


	Performance Management Frame Work

JR presented the paper  on the background to PMF. Theme Groups will have a role in the process. The aim of the exercise is for residents to receive information on the progress of the Theme and then score the Theme’s progress having received all the relevant information. It is proposed that this will take place at the August meeting if the deadlines for the final analysis is not delayed

SI requested the outcome for Sustainability to be changed to Waste Minimisation which would reflect the series of measures under sustainability  rather than recycling which is the final stage. JR stated it would be unlikely for the Year 4 Delivery Plan but she would see whether it could be changed for the Year 5 Delivery Plan

Implementation – Strategy Theme Groups

JR reported that she received only one verbal request from a resident to become a member of the group. BCAT had submitted the names of representatives for the group. JR reported the proposed names of the group and stated the new structure should be introduced in September 04.

Defra- Cleaner Neighbourhoods Consultation Paper

JR circulated the paper. A reference copy is available at BCAT and the Bndfc Information Shop. 

Proposed Projects

SI stated that this project idea was originally circulated in 2001 but SCC did not support it. It was agreed that the project needed to be reviewed, but the SCC needs to be involved. It was agreed that the project should be developed further but a fact finding visit to Plymouth would be useful. JR agreed to arrange a visit. This would include Bndfc Board Member, SCRAP, Theme Manager, and a rep from Onyx.

A.O.B

It was suggested that the B1 B2 and D1 bus timetables should be circulated with the Burngreave Messenger

Date and Time of Next Meeting

Thursday 26 August 6.00pm 

 Pitsmoor Methodist Church


	


