Housing Theme Focus Group Minutes
Thursday 14th July 2005

Present:
Stephen Cooke

Resident



(Chair)

Joice Richards

BNDfC Theme Manager

Rob Slow


SCC East Regeneration Team

Gerard Myers

SCC Private Rented Project

Daniel Massey

SCC Private Rented Project

Emma Msigiti

Resident

Glennroy Lannaman
Maintenance Scheme

Chris Dignam

BNDfC Administrator

	
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies
Sandy Walsh


	

	2.
	Minutes of Last Meeting

In section 4 heading ‘Home Owners’, copies of the report given out by Annemarie Johnston are available for those who did not receive them.

In section 4 ‘Heart of Burngreave’ the line “bill for sale” should read “selection of developers”.
Arches may possibly be not the leaders.

Other than these points the minutes were approved as a true record.


	

	3.
	Matters Arising
Negotiations between SCC and Arches are ongoing
	

	4.
	Project Update
Woodside
Rob Slow: - There are 7 remaining properties. SCC is looking into the feasibility of renovation as redevelopment work can be done around them. Emma Msigiti said one of the rented properties appeared to be occupied as lights were on at night.

Purchase of ‘The Highway’ public house is underway.

The ‘Fox & Duck’ public house has been demolished but the owner still does not want to sell.

Woodside is the first site to go to the Developer Panel – this calendar year (Ellesmere OPH is in the 2nd round).

A development brief is being drafted – Rob Slow to follow up.

Masterplan: - the density is being questioned and final figures are still 30 – 50 per hectare. This cannot be changed without explanation.

Councillors want another project / delivery group consisting of residents & councillors for each project in order to launch groups to decide remits. Rob Slow said the groups would only be making recommendations. Stephen Cooke would attend meetings of such groups. There could be problems getting residents to attend as there is already a saturation of such groups in the area. Joice Richards to meet with Rob Slow to avoid unnecessary duplication of groups.

Maintenance Scheme

Glennroy Lannaman reported: - Subcontractors are now in order. Scheme is working well with competent contractors.
101 surveys have been done

342 houses have been surveyed with many other properties remaining on schedule.

DIY classes (power tools, tiling, plastering etc.) are continuing. Feedback from the classes suggests they should be done in 2 parts to give more time. This will help with confidence building.
Stephen Cooke stressed the importance of using local contractors – Glennroy confirmed that all contractors used were local and were encouraged to become warranted. There is a current vacancy with a contractor and the position is being advertised in the local Jobcentre.

Heart Of Burngreave
Rob Slow: - Improvement work is currently running 4 weeks behind schedule. Minor complaints have been dealt with. On a small number of residents (2 or 3) attend meetings.  
The Masterplan is being funded form various sources with Arches being involved.
A Developer for each site will be appointed by SCC through the Developer Panel. The build for sale will go to the Developer Panel. Nothing has been agreed with Arches. Joice Richards said that this needs discussing with the Strategy Group.
Joice Richards said that designs had already been accepted but Neighbourhoods kept changing their minds. Discussion is needed between Neighbourhoods and BNDfC Chief Executive.

Rob Slow: - ‘Affordable Housing’ (which involves SCC subsidy) will be available in Burngreave.
	RS

SC

JR / RS

JR

	5.
	Private Sector
Report given by Gerard Myers & Daniel Massey from SCC Private Rented Project.
The private sector covers rented accommodation from small terraces to multiple occupation properties (flats, hostels, shared houses). There is a legal framework in operation including Landlord / Tenant Act, Environmental Protection, Building Act.

The Private Rented Project helps Landlords & Tenants by using the 3 ‘E’s – Education, Enforcement and Encouragement. A balance needs to exist between the 3 ‘E’s for maximum effectiveness and fairness.
The Project is able to serve legal notices – usually for disrepair or lack of amenities but more often deals with landlords informally. When enforcement is used a ‘concordat’ exists to ensure fairness and transparency.

A strategy of the Project is the Responsible Landlord Scheme. This is to establish a basic standard of health & safety. To encourage landlords to join help is offer with such things as security and fire alarms. It also ensures that termination of tenancy is done properly. Landlords can also arrange for rubbish to be removed free of charge via the Project.

 A point of contact at Liberta is being established to ‘streamline’ queries with housing benefits. Meetings and ‘drop-in’ sessions are also arranged

The Project assists tenants with issues such as disrepair, harassment and tenancy issues being easier to access than Howden House...
There is a 10 week course at Sheffield Hallam University to help landlords gain skills and thus improve housing.

There are currently a large number of Eastern Europeans moving into mainly the Tinsley area, although this is spreading to the Burngreave area. There are language barriers and funding is available to help.

The 2004 Housing Act (copies of which were distributed) allows SCC to identify areas considered to be ‘antisocial’ or ‘hard to let’ and introduce selective licensing. Landlords would be vetted to see they are ‘fit and proper’ before they are given a licence.
There are problems in the Burngreave area getting some landlords to join up. This may be because a mandatory database of landlords would be necessary and could be accessed by organisations such as the Inland Revenue of the Home Office (which would cause problems for ‘overstayers’).

Packs and leaflets are available and have been distributed. Stephen Cooke suggested the Project had a stand at a BCAT quarterly meeting in order to inform the public.

Copies of information / leaflets regarding the Project were also distributed.
	JR / GM

	6.
	Theme Managers Report
Joice presented her report.

Past recent events were the Programme Team Challenge involving the renovation of Abbeyfield Park Stables (redecoration) and the Burngreave Mile Run in which around 100 residents took part.
	

	7.
	Woodside Demolition Project Group
As the demolition of Woodside is now complete this subject can be removed from any future agenda
	

	8.
	Proposed projects
There are no new proposed projects
	

	9.
	A.O.B.
Burngreave Building Group is involved in the development facelift scheme for upper Rock Street. Plans have been shown to residents and the scheme is starting in August.

CPO land will now be developed as the Masterplan is in action. The site needs to be approved by the Area Housing Manager and will be marketed with planning permission.

The Global Estates site is still for sale.

Glennroy Lannaman asked if anything was being done about traffic congestion at Minna Road. Joice Richards said the new ring road should relieve the traffic from there and the transport strategy is looking at altering the junction.
Glennroy has come across a lady who has been resident at Fox Street for 90 years. To pass to Messenger re possible story.
	GL

	10.
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
Stephen Cooke thanked all for attending.

Next meeting is on Thursday 8th September 2005, 6 – 8pm in the BCAT Meeting Room.
	


