Burngreave New Deal for Communities

Overarching Theme 

Focus Group Meeting

The Furnival, Verdon Street

12th April 2005, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Minutes

Present:  Aisha Special ‘K’, Des Bate, Alice Johnson, Ian Clifford, Nicki Warburton, Nikky Wilson, Abdul Shaif, Mous Yusuf, Khadra Ahmed, Anna Revill, Stephen Cooke, Pauline Hirst, Eloise Clarke, Kate Housden
	No.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions
	Attendees introduced themselves to the group.

At this point the group were informed; if anyone present had an interest in any of the items due to be discussed they should declare it before the item was discussed. 

	

	2.
	Apologies
	Panni Poh Yoke Loh

	

	3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting
	Approved as a true record
	

	4.
	Matters Arising from Minutes
	Volcom Support Fund
Ian took the comments from last meeting back to Mushall Khan. 
The board remitted the Volcom Support Fund project as it has a limited number of beneficiaries as well as for other reasons. Smaller voluntary sector groups would not have met the criteria so some on the board felt it would be divisive. Other ways need to be found to support Volcom sector to become sustainable after the end of the NDC programme.
Abdul Shaif asked what the total funding was and received the answer that it was £300,000 per year for three years. 

Abdul said that he thought that the decision not to support this project was a bad one. Although it was going to miss out small groups and only support large ones, that is better than not supporting anyone.
Aisha pointed out that some cutbacks have had to be made to the whole New Deal programme in the next year although there are assurances coming from central government that the full £52 million will be provided over the full ten years.

Open Access Play RIF

This was approved by the RIF Approval Sub-Group with the condition that the costings are looked at closely.

Abbeyfield Park

A meeting will take place soon to look at this issue.

Community Radio

A temporary radio station will be broadcasting between 22nd June and 24th July.


	

	5.
	Supporting Out of School Play (Item 10 on agenda)
	Kate Housden presented the RIF for this proposed project. 
There was a discussion about the future demand anticipated when the new housing at Woodside is built.  Kate said that the project will not lose sight of the possibility of increased demand for an out-of-school network in the future.

Aisha Special K said that the out of school clubs are doing a great job and kids love it but she wants to make sure that the parents benefit. She asked how much parents would have to pay. 

Public sector out of school clubs would be cheaper for parents than vol-comm. Working parents can get money back through working tax credit. There are subsidised places for children with unemployed parents. 

Alice Johnson of Ellesmere Out of School project reported that they were charging £3 per session. Another after school club is charging £3.50 for working parents, £1.50 for siblings and there are some subsidised places of £0.50.

A holiday play scheme will charge £15 per day with subsidised places at £2.50 per day.
Ian Clifford said that the Out of School Network does bring clubs together but there are differences. In Firshill there are lots of working parents and the club can work towards being self-supporting. In other areas the clubs may always need subsidy. A flexible service is needed.

The meeting voted to endorse this project. 


	

	6.
	Yemeni Community Association
(Item 11 on the agenda)


	Abdul Shaif gave a report on this project. Last year was good, with all targets but one being met. That missed target is in the process of being met now.
The crèche on Burngreave Road has been registered with OFSTED.
The ESOL course is being run in partnership with Sheffield College. There are 250 students on the course of which 88% are resident in Burngreave.

There are 21 students on the PGCE course, 7 from Burngreave.  This is exceeding the targets. The PGCE course is 2-years
The project does not now just cater to the Yemeni community but to all communities.

He stated that he is disappointed that the funding for this project has been reduced this year to £50,000. The staffing has been reduced and they now have one less admin officer. There are fewer benefits given to students/
The RIF he is presenting now has a smaller budget than he would have wished but they felt that they had to do this rather than risk it being rejected by New Deal. The funding from New Deal requested has been cut from £100,000 to £55,000. They are looking for £50,000 from other sources but are running a risk that they may not be able to find this funding.
Anna Revill stated that she considered this project good value for money. This sort of project needs to be properly supported for the sake of the sustainability of the vol-comm sector.

Ian Clifford stated that YCA is considered an example of how mainstream projects can be done successfully. Any RIF under £50,000 can be signed off by John Clark if necessary. Anything above £50,000 runs the risk of delays as it goes through the approvals process. The end date of the current project is the end of May.
The meeting voted to endorse this project.


	

	7.
	Theme Strategy Group Minutes
	Ian Clifford presented the minutes of the Strategy Group. There were no questions.

	

	8.
	Overarching Theme Strategy Membership
	Attendance of this group has started to tail off. It has been suggested previously that if people miss 3 meetings in a row, they should come up for re-selection. 

One resident who has not attended for some time has now resigned from the group so there is now a vacancy. This will be advertised in the next mail out.

	IC

	9.
	Theme Manager’s Report
	Ian presented the report to the group. He noted that a MORI survey which measured 16 key indicators, places Burngreave New Deal as one of the best performing in the country. 
The poverty conference took place on the 8th of April. A report of this was presented to the meeting. The issue of promoting benefit take-up will be on the agenda for the next Overarching Theme Focus meeting.
At a plenary session at the end of the poverty conference the council’s masterplan for Burngreave and Firvale was discussed. The 50 people present voted in favour of supporting this\\\.
The Focus Group then discussed the masterplan – particularly with regards to a proposed supermarket on Spital Hill.  Nikky Wilson and Anna Revill both said that the community needs to be consulted about what sort of supermarket they want. The supermarket may not help with the problems discussed at the poverty conference about diet and affordability of fresh produce. Also, the current diversity of shops in the area should be preserved. A farmers’ market or an allotments project could also provide fresh produce. 


	

	10.
	Information Share
	Anna Revill: On the first Sunday in May, 3pm-8pm, “Catch the Drift”, a session for young people aged 13+ at All Saints Connexions Centre involving DJing, spraycan art, breakdancing, etc. For info, contact All Saints.
Nikky Wilson: On Sunday 24th April Burngreave Voices and the Ranger Service are holding a Victorian Tea Party in Devon Gardens from 1-4pm.

Aisha Special K: On Weds 20th April there will be a celebration of Creative Burngreave at the Spectrum Centre between 4.30 and 7.30pm. This will involve performances and displays from various people who have been supported by the project and will end with a performance by the Reggae Philharmonic Orchestra.

Ian Clifford: There is a comedy show, ‘Abort’, which will be taking place at the Verdon Street Recreation Centre.

A workshop / networking event for activists and community workers will take place on Friday 22nd between 2-5 pm and 170 Abbeyfield Road.

Des Bate asked for anyone who is interested in contributing to the radio station to get in touch with him. Contact no. 07766678722.

Michelle Wood: There will be an open day introducing the childcare course on April 29th at Burngreave Library. Drop-in 10-12. Contact Parveen Akhtar of BCLC for further info – 0114 2794960.

Pauline Hirst: Junior community development and health course – 2 hour sessions on next 4 Wednesdays. There are 6-12 people on the course aged 11-16 years.

Aisha Special K: On 21st May there will be an adult learner celebration event at Verdon St.


	

	11.
	Any Other Business
	Eloise Clark spoke about the upcoming elections to the BNDfC Partnership Board. All residents over the age of 15 are eligible to vote and she encouraged everyone to use their vote. Voting is by post or in person at the Abbeyfield Festival. The Electoral Reform Society has an overview of the process to ensure fairness.
Aisha remarked that there hadn’t been any project updates for a while. Ian will look at which projects are due to give one. Aisha asked if a yearly timetable should be drawn up of project updates.


	IC
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