Burngreave New Deal for Communities

Overarching Theme 

Focus Group Meeting

The Furnival, Verdon Street

13th December 2005, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Minutes

Present:  Aisha Special ‘K’, Andy Shallice, Jenny Tibbles, Jenneffer Dennis
In Attendance: Leroy Betts, Mushall Khan, Roy Sinclair

	No.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Welcome, Introductions 

	Attendees introduced themselves to the group.


	

	2.
	Declaration of Interest


	At this point no-one declared an interest. 


	

	3.
	Apologies
	Michelle Wood, Steve Jones

	

	4.
	Minutes of Last Meeting (October) & Matters Arising from Minutes


	The minutes for October’s meeting were agreed as a true record.
There was no-one present to approve the minutes of September’s meeting so these are to be brought back to January’s meeting for approval.


Abbeyfield Park Lighting
Mushall stated: the action point relating to lighting in Abbeyfield Park would be picked up at the next meeting.

Leroy suggested we look into Ultra Violet lighting in an attempt to limit drug use in the shelter. 
Mushall agreed to raise this with the Burngreave Drugs Project for advice.

Youth Provision

Mushall informed members that there was a gap in Provision for 5-8 year olds and that we need to develop a cohesive solution. Mushall suggested Leroy Betts (CET Manager) progresses this issue.

Benefit Take Up
Aisha stated: this campaign would reduce poverty for some members of the community, contrary to the comment made at the October meeting.

Project Update Schedule
This item was is to be carried forward to the next meeting where Mushall would report back to members.


	MK to query ultra violet lighting with BDP

Leroy to look into developing a solution to Youth Provision for 5-8yr olds.

MK to report back on project update schedule

	5.
	Away-Day Report


	Mushall went through the paper provided with members highlighting sections 2.3 (information on New Deals remaining funds) & 2.6 (information on prioritisation process of New Deal projects). 
Members were informed that green lighted projects were only given continuation in principal and were dependant on progression. 

It was mentioned that some projects are relying solely on New Deal funding – this is an issue as New Deal will not be here much longer.
A member asked what would now happen to those that were given a red light.

Mushall informed members: discussions with projects regarding a way forward are to take place and that all projects had been informed of their status. 

Aisha mentioned the availability of capacity building courses taking place through BCAT Organisational Development Project.

It was pointed out that some project end dates were omitted from the Board Focus Recommendations for Over-Arching Projects/Theme 
Mushall apologised and agreed to add this detail.

The question was raised as to why money was not mentioned.

Members were informed that this was done purposely to avoid concentration on funding rather than the projects and there outcomes. It was also mentioned that a further away-day had taken place since regarding budgetary implications and this information would be made available in January 2006.
The process for mainstream support was queried.

Mushall stated: this was dealt with at Council meetings which she attends. The City Council are to come back in January with proposals. Close links are maintained with the Council to try and mainstream as much as possible.

Andy Shallice informed members that the Area Panel has a budget of £200k per year and he would like to see what the mainstream funder’s are taking on.
Mushall stated: it may be too soon as many projects are still in the early days and we may have more information on this in years 6 & 7. 

Jenneffer informed members that on the recommendations list of projects Creative Burngreave was given a red light to cease in April ‘06’ this should be March ‘06’. 
Mushall agreed to verify this information.


	MK to verify info on Creative B/G

	6.
	Listen to Us


	Mushall informed members that there had been issues regarding youth provision provided by this group and that funding had been ceased. Funds for this project had been ring fenced for a similar activity and the new Over-Arching manager was to progress hopefully by January ‘06’. 
Jenny asked; are the youth just those who are resident in Burngreave.

Jenny was informed that the majority of the people serviced by any project are required to be residents of Burngreave.

	

	7.
	Benefit Take Up Campaign Report – Andy Shallice


	Andy informed attendees that the information in this report was now 6 weeks old so may be slightly out of date. 
Andy stated; many of the elderly do not trust the written word as information is sent via a computer generated letter and posted in brown envelopes with information saying they are offering pension credit and they need to send someone to discuss this (most pensioners refuse this service).

Andy also stated; 508 letters had been sent out with only 45 resulting in a positive claim. Advice sessions average only 10 attendees. It was mentioned that word of mouth is probably the best form of contact for the elderly – pensioners informing pensioners. 

Andy asked if the current system was the right way to achieve the outputs established at the poverty conference and which group are to be targeted next.

Attendees agreed that word of mouth would be a good way forward. Aisha offered her assistance to Andy to progress this.

Jenny Tibbles left the meeting at 7 pm.
Mushall suggested we wait for the evaluation report form Andy before looking at a way forward. 

Andy stated; the report would be available in February ‘06’. It was also mentioned that there had been no progression on gaining engagement from Primary Health providers with some being to busy and others being very difficult to engage. 
Aisha was pleased to hear that the Social Services were involved. 

	

	8.
	Annual Schedule

	Mushall asked for any ideas on which projects should be asked to report back initially be forwarded to her in due course. 
A draft schedule is to be produced by Mushall for the next meeting.

Project reports by each project are to be part of the schedule as this hasn’t happened regularly enough. 


	All to action 
MK to produce a draft schedule for next mtg

	9.
	AOB


	Festival of Lights

Aisha thanked the Area Panel for the Festival of lights but mentioned that some trees were not covered.
Leroy informed members that the lights in Firth Park were excellent and would like to see something as good in Burngreave.

RIF’s

Mushall informed members that the following 3 RIF’s would be coming to the January meeting for a decision – Community Engagement Team, BNDfC Information Shop and the BNDfC Communications Project. 

History & Arts

Jenneffer stated that the Jamboree Arts @ the Chapel was an excellent event with a very good turnout. 
Members were also informed of Francis Feely’s information event at Fir Vale School had a very good response from children who were unaware of the contributions made by West Indians, Pakistanis and Indians in Britain’s war efforts.

On the 23/03/06 there is to be a networking event held at the Chapel with an Open Mic session.
Jenneffer also added there is a feasibility study funded by NUFF to be carried out for Creative Burngreave to assist in putting together a Lottery bid. 

Members were informed Jenneffer leaves the project in March ‘06’.

Leroy added that the use of text messaging to engage people was an excellent idea the youth in particular. 
Aisha thanked Jenneffer for all her hard work, adding at the end of this project a gap will be created and the creative side of Burngreave residents will be lost if something is not put in its place. 

Jenneffer agreed to pass on the pre-report to Mushall for her information. 


	MK 
JD to pass on pre-report to MK

	10.
	Date & Time of Next Meeting


	10/1/06 @ The Furnival, Verdon Street. 
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