Burngreave New Deal for Communities

Overarching Theme 

Focus Group Meeting

The Furnival, Verdon Street

14th June 2005, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Minutes

Present:  Stephen Cooke, John Mellor, Nikky Wilson, Nicky Warburton, Aisha Special ‘K’, Pauline Hirst, Jenneffer Dennis, Ian Clifford, Roy Sinclair

	No.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Welcome, Introductions & Declaration of Interest


	Attendees introduced themselves to the group.

At this point no-one declared an interest. 
	

	2.
	Apologies
	None


	

	3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting


	Agreed as a true record
	

	4.
	Matters Arising from Minutes


	None

	

	5.
	Theme Strategy Group Minutes


	Ian informed the group of the contents of these minutes, highlighting the following;

Members had supported the issues regarding BWRC, and that it was agreed that Aisha would raise the group’s concerns at the next P/B meeting. 

Ian reported that a number of officers and Board members had made the case for Burngreave being in the first phase of Full Service Districts with City Council officers. 


	

	6.
	Theme Managers Report


	Ian went through his report informing members that the ‘Public Meeting’ held on Ellesmere Green had been a successful event with a good turn of local residents. 

The group raised concerns over the amount of events taking place at the same time or one after the other, with no break. 

The Mile Run 

Sunday 19th June 2005.

BNDfC Team Building 

23rd June – planned to renovate the Abbeyfield Stables as a youth space.

Supporting Play Phase 2

These projects had been delayed and the existing projects extended by 2 months in the interim. 

Youth Provision

Ian stated; we are having a lot more involvement from ‘Sheffield Futures’ than before and progress is ongoing and things are going well so far. 

John Mellor asked if the time changes he had heard of for the ‘Abbeyfield Festival’ were correct – finish at 6 pm not 8 pm as usual. 

Ian confirmed this. 

Aisha stated; she had not received any information on the ‘Festival’ this year from ‘Green City Action’ (GCA). 

Ian suggested Aisha contacted Bob Worm at GCA for information. 

A general discussion took place regarding ‘Out of School Clubs’ 

Steve Cooke asked if there was anything we could gain from being in the ‘Full Service District’ list.

Ian stated; it would assist in co-ordinating services better, this would include the voluntary sector. Aisha added; all Voluntary/Community groups in the area should be included. 


	

	7.
	Overarching Theme Strategy Group – Resident Representative Nomination


	Members were informed that Carl Baker had registered an interest in this role and asked if there were any others who would like to put themselves forward. 

There were no other volunteers.


	

	8.
	Benefit Take-up Campaign – Report


	Ian informed the group that a meeting took place on Friday 10th June, involving a variety of organisations. Points arising from this meeting were as follows;

· Need to obtain data on who is taking up benefits

· Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) need to be involved

· Need to liaise with the messenger regarding publicity

The group were informed of a possible launch in September. 

Steve asked if there was any chance on getting any feedback from DWP once the information had been sent out. 

Ian stated; they should come back to us with information. Ian also added; that if you are not a qualified benefits advisor there will be several issues if the information given is incorrect. Members were also informed that a staggering ¼ of a Million in benefits was unclaimed in Burngreave – information from Andy Shallice – and that ethnic minorities take-up is generally less than others. There is a great demand for assistance with benefits and there is currently a waiting list of 2 weeks at Pitsmoor CAB for advice. 

Aisha asked about other benefits that aren’t being taken-up. Ian responded with; the plan is to start with pensioners then move on to others i.e. family tax credit etc.


	

	9.
	Radio Project - Report 
	Aisha declared an interest in this project.

Ian stated that OFCOM had turned down the application for an RSL and that they had suggested alternative dates starting July 15th. 

Aisha informed members that the permanent station licence, was a new thing and this was being allowed to curb pirate stations. 

The group were asked for suggestions as to where we could acquire funding for this project, as there was not enough time remaining to draw down funds from New Deal within the timescale given. 

Members had no alternative suggestions other than the BNDfC ‘Grant Fund’.

Aisha informed the group that the licence fee was around £5k, Aisha also added that BCR will continue to attempt to raise funds to run the radio station through the summer months. 

A member suggested contacting the ‘Local Network Fund’. 

Ian mentioned the spreadsheet on the permanent radio station. Officers, including Chief Executive John Clark, had advised that:

· A lot of money was being asked for.

· The project was not in the ‘Delivery Plan’ for this year.

· The group should consolidate its capacity before employing too many staff.  

· ILM’s would not be given to a start-up organisation 

Aisha commented that ILM’s aside staffing was low considering 24hr broadcasting (7am -12 midnight live, 12, midnight – 7am recorded). 

Members asked if 24hr broadcasting was feasible with regards to the audience. 

Aisha responded; yes for some people the late to early hours are the only they have to listen, adding costs for 6yrs are reasonable. 

Jenneffer added; a radio station is vital for the area for a variety of reasons. Why not run for 3yrs initially and try to access other funds in the meantime. 

Aisha informed the group that Governance & Management Training would be provided in the first year for all staff and that there is more than 25 yrs of experience in managing a radio station in BCR.


	

	10.
	Burngreave Voices – Report


	Nikky highlighted the ‘Palace & Mosque’ exhibition in January 2006 and the possibility of an archaeological dig for Burngreave residents in the future.

It was mentioned that it was good that all sections of the community were accessing the project
Nikky passed some local archive picture postcards to the group for their perusal.


	

	11. 
	Creative Burngreave – Report


	Jenneffer Dennis passed information packs on this project to members. Jenneffer went on to give a presentation to the group (presentation attached to these minutes)
Jenneffer highlighted the fact that there are more than 50 local artists on the database. 

Members were informed the programme ends June 2006.


	

	12.
	Date and Time of Next Meeting

	6.00pm, Tuesday 12th July 2005
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