Burngreave New Deal for Communities

Overarching Theme 

Focus Group Meeting

The Furnival, Verdon Street

8th March 2005, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Minutes

Present:  Aisha Special ‘K’, Ophelia Clark, Des Bate, Chris Obodo, Steve Cooke, Helen Bale, John Mellor, Angela Baugh, Carl Baker, Jenneffer Dennis (arrived 7 pm) 

	No.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions
	Attendees introduced themselves to the group.

At this point the group were informed; if anyone present had an interest in any of the items due to be discussed they should declare it before the item was discussed. 
Aisha and Des Bates declared an interest regarding Burngreave Community Radio. Aisha also expressed an interest regarding the Poverty Conference.

	

	2.
	Apologies
	Francis Feeley, Norah Brown, Michelle Wood


	

	3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting
	Aisha Special ‘K’ and Des Bate to be added to the attendance list, apart form this the minutes were agreed as a true record.


	

	4.
	Matters Arising from Minutes
	There were no matters arising.

 
	Ian to raise with Strategy Group

	5.
	Theme Manager’s Report
	Volcom Support Fund

Members of the group discussed ways of Volcom groups being sustainable following the end of Burngreave NDC, for instance, being independent of grant aid; setting up social enterprises; and delivery of mainstream contracts.

Aisha expressed the view that there hadn’t been enough consultation with the voluntary sector in developing the project, which led to a project, which couldn’t benefit groups with a turnover of less than 100k per year. Aisha said we need to get all the voluntary sector round the table. Ian suggested a round table discussion with the voluntary sector to look at sustainability following New Deal. Angela said that ‘Black Card’ was well placed to do this work. Steve pointed out that BCAT was paid by New Deal to undertake this role. Aisha stressed that we mustn’t leave out the smaller groups. 

The meeting resolved that Ian took back to the BNDfC executive the idea of a round table conference involving the voluntary sector to look at sustainability of the voluntary sector. 

Open Access Play RIF

This RIF is expected to come before the March RIF approval sub group.

Abbeyfield Park

Those present were disappointed that agencies had made little progress around this. 

The group resolved to ask Andy Shallice (Area Co-ordinator) to progress/chase this. 

Poverty Conference

Alternative suggestions to ‘Are you Poor’ were ‘Making a Difference’ or ‘Do You Find Yourself Doing Without Food Making Ends Meet’

Other suggestions included:

· Address the issue of those with coin meters paying more

· Could get benefits agency to send out information to claimants

· Need to change Poverty, Families and Single Parents to e.g. Poverty and Parenting

· Need a workshop - Poverty and Health

· Need a workshop around benefit take up

· Ask speakers to dress down


	Ian to take round table idea back to BNDfC exec.



	6.
	Burngreave Community Radio - Feasibility Study
	Aisha and Des Bates spoke to the Feasibility Study. 

There was some discussion as to what time of day people preferred to listen to the radio.

Ian raised a couple of officer concerns:

1. 6 full time staff was a lot of staff. Did the group have the capacity to manage all these staff

2. BNDfC funding dropped from 140k to zero at the end of year 5. Does this stack up as a sustainability strategy

Aisha said that negotiations were taking place with Byron Wood School with a view to siting the transmitter at that school.


	

	7.
	Information Share
	Creative Burngreave

· Open Mike is on the first Monday and third Tuesday of the month. The next is on March 15th 

· Trainee Arts Education Development Officer post is up for advertisement again.
· Creative Burngreave Celebration with Reggae Philharmonic Orchestra is 4:30 – 7:30 April 20th and to be held at the Spectrum Centre

· Deadline for next round of Creative Burngreave funds is 29th April

Burngreave Voices

· The International Women’s Day was felt to be a huge success

· There will be an exhibition at the Burngreave Library from Monday 14th March for 3 weeks, entitled ‘Church Spires & Wedding Bells’ put together with Pitsmoor and Firshill local history groups

· A 12 week course around interview skills starts on Tuesday 12th April with some expenses available

Moving Images Event 

Will be at the Chapel on the 11th and 12th of March (if Chapel Steeple is made safe this week)

Multicultural Social Event
Friday 25th March 6:00 pm to raise money for a new stage canopy for the Osgathorpe Jam Festival


	

	8.
	Any Other Business
	It was agreed that the partners in volved with the  Film Screening Project would have an agenda item at the next meeting.


	

	9.
	Date & Time of Next Meeting
	6.00pm, Tuesday 12th April 2005, The Furnival, Verdon Street.
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